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You will all remember that via 
the Localism Act of 2011, the 
Government decided that local 
communities should have a say 
into how their villages develop.  
Our Parish Council decided to have the 
village’s opinion heard at county planning 
level.  This resulted in the formation of a 
Steering Group of “neighbours” (including 
two Parish Councillors) in February 2016 
and full authorisation in early March 2016 
to proceed with the Putley Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (ND Plan).  The drive 
for Putley is the requirement to find 14/15 
new homes between 2011 and 2031 (seven 
have already been built and two more have 
planning permission).    
To help inform the ND Plan, a residents’ 
survey was undertaken in November 2016 
to seek views on a range of matters including 

housing, the economy, the local environment 
and community services.  The questionnaire 
that was used, sympathetically devised by our 
consultant David Nicholson (DN),  took 
account of discussions and issues raised at 
two open meetings in the parish held in 
September 2016.  The questionnaire was 
distributed to all those aged 16 years and over 
in the parish.  A spectacular response rate of 
64.5% was achieved.  
Thanks to all (you know who you are) for 
completing the questionnaire.  Your replies 
were added up by  Steering Group members 
and other neighbours who attended the 
November 2016 meeting, then further 
analysed and collated by DN.
His full report will be  available available on 
the updated parish website which comes on 
stream at the end of March on: 
www.Putley.org.uk For those of you wishing 
to read it sooner you can request a copy by 
emailing jherbst.jh3@gmail.com 

A vision for Putley 
•  There was support for the draft vision, 
with comments on social, economic and 
environmental aspects. Issues were raised 
around the provision of housing and 
employment to meet the needs of the 
younger generation, public services and 
infrastructure, farming and business and 
tourism.

Housing 
• The preference was for new housing to 
be provided through building conversions, 
individual infill dwellings or smaller 
developments, rather than a larger scheme. 
• Homes with 2 or 3 bedrooms were favoured 
over larger properties. There was support for 
environmentally efficient, self-build and live/
work housing. The least favoured forms of 
new homes was social housing.
• Comments suggested Putley Green and 
Putley Common as locations suitable for new 
housing, with several sites being identified. 
More generally, new dwellings would be 
best sited alongside existing properties and 
clusters of housing.  The environs of Putley 
Church were identified as a location where 
housing should not be built, amongst others.
• New housing was generally accepted as a 
way of helping to meet local needs, including 
for smaller/starter homes to provide more 
affordable accommodation for families 
and younger people.  This was part of a 
wider concern to achieve a more balanced 
demographic.

Traffic, transport 
and access 
• Top priority for improvement was road, 
hedge, ditch and drain maintenance, 
followed by the upkeep of footpaths and 
bridleways. 

 •  Road safety for all users was also an area 
for improvement. 
 •  Comments emphasised issues around 
excessive traffic speed, including a need for 
traffic calming, and maintenance including 
selective hedgerow trimming.  Opposing 
views were expressed about the use made of 
the narrow lanes by goods vehicles and farm 
machinery. 

Jobs and the 
local economy 
 •  Favoured types of employment were 
agriculture, forestry, food and drink 
production and processing, livery and 
tourism, reflecting the rural nature of the area 
and existing activities. 
 •  Light industry, storage and distribution 
and intensive livestock units were less 
favoured. 
 •  Improvements to broadband and 
communications were recognised as a pre-
condition to effective home working and to 
encouraging small businesses in the area.

 • Home working and live/work should be 
provided for in the ND Plan, as should the 
conversion of rural buildings for business 
uses.
 • Comments supported small-scale 
economic activity, especially that based on 
adding value to land-based products, with 
calls for adverse impacts such as traffic to be 
considered. 
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Protecting our 
environment 
 •  Responses placed emphasis on ensuring 
that traffic from new development was com-
patible with local roads, that development 
should be in keeping with its surroundings 
and avoid creating noise and light pollution.
• The most important way to protect the 
environment was to safeguard the character 
of the landscape. 
•  Many local features and attributes were 
identified for protection. Replies also pointed 
to the diverse range of landscapes and habi-
tats represented in the ND Plan area. 
• Most respondents had not suffered from 
flooding, with reported problems stemming 
from road or field run-off.
• Solar panels and air/ground source heat 
pumps were favoured as renewable energy 
sources with little support for wind turbines 
(particularly for larger-scale wind farms) or 
solar farms. 
•  Comments covered a range of environmen-
tal issues such as woodland and hedgerow 
management, water extraction and flooding. 

Community Services 
•  The most important community service 
in meeting the current and future needs of 
the community was viewed as broadband;  
the least important as the part-time Post 
Office service.

• Comments on the need for improvement to 
community services focussed on broadband 
and mobile phone reception.  Along 
with calls for a local shop, there was also 
mention of the need for a variety of cultural 
and leisure facilities.  Others saw a need 
for improvements to the Parish Hall and 
playground at Putley Green. 

Information about you 
• Compared to 2011 Census data for the 
Neighbourhood Area, females were slightly 
over-represented in responses. 
• Younger age-groups were under-represented 
against the 2011 Census, with older age-
groups being over-represented. The 45-59 
age group accounted for 41% of responses 
whilst making up 31% of the usual resident 
population aged 16 and over. 
•  Almost two-thirds of respondents had 
lived in the Area for 10 years or longer. 
• On economic activity, self-employed and 
retired respondents were over-represented 
when compared to the 2011 census
Final chance to comment 
• Comments to this final question raised 
a variety of issues including housing 
development, the planning status of Putley 
as a main focus village and the involvement 
of the business and farming sections of the 
community in the ND Plan. 
A drop-in meeting is set for 7.30 pm on 
Thursday 6th April 2017 in the Parish Hall 
for those who run or manage businesses in or 
from Putley - are employers, self-employed 
or are employed in  Putley - to discuss the 
findings of the parish survey.

The next meeting of the Steering  
Group (to which all are welcome) is 
set for 7.30pm on Thursday 11th May 
2017 in the Parish Hall.

Supporting the full lifespan of trees and orchards from design and planting to rescue 
and rejuvenation.  Consultancy, pruning and on-site training available.  All work is fully 

insured. Owned by Herefordshire Wildlife Trust, we can improve productivity, 
beauty and value to wildlife.

Stuck for a gift idea?  Gift vouchers, courses, juice and more are available online or from 
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust’s new shop at Queenswood Country Park.

Specialist fruit tree pruning 
and orchard management

Our profits support

Charity no. 220173

orchards@herefordshirewt.co.uk     /     01432 356872
www.herefordshirewt.org/orchardorigins
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December Results: 
First Prize £100 ticket no 12
Second prize £30 ticket no 4  

January Results: 
First Prize £100 ticket no 41 
Second prize £30 ticket no 29

February Results: 
First Prize £100 ticket no 44 
Second prize £30 ticket no 40

A fantastic asset to our local community, Putley Parish Hall is available for hire 
for all kinds of functions and fun. It has a large main room with stage and a film screen. 
There is an adjacent bar area and a well-equipped kitchen, complete with crockery, 
cutlery and glasses.
Hire fees for the hall, which includes heating, are £7.00 an hour for those who live in the 
parish and £10.00 if resident outside.
Bookings:  Josephine Felton 01531 670425 or email: putleyparishhall@tiscali.co.uk

Putley’s Got Talent in December was a roaring 
success and raised £270.00 for which the 
Committee is very grateful.

Winter maintenance: We will be carrying out 
some minor but necessary work to keep the hall 
and fittings in good condition.  

Grants: We keep our eyes peeled for any extra  
sources of  funds to improve the hall.  If you 
see any charity offering even small amounts for 
specific purposes do please let us know. 
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Contacts
Putley Parish Council
Chairperson 
Terry Green 	 07785 391683 
	 terry@terry-green.co.uk 
Finance  
Dermot Daly 	 01531 670248
Footpaths 
Jackie Denman 	 01531 670544
Lengthsman 
Jake Herbst 	 01531 670315
Emergencies 
Nigel Rolinson 	 01531 670783
Clerk to the Council 
Chrissie Daniels 	 07484 055877 
	 putleyclerk@hotmail.co.uk
Other Councillors

Kay Harris 	 01531 670778 
	 Kay@theclubhouse.eclipse.co.uk
Mary Hastilow 	 01531 671169	 
	 mhastilow@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood Plan
Katia Herbst 	 01531 670315 
	 katiaherbst3@gmail.com

Putley WI
Secretary 
Julie Crompton 	 01531 670340 
	 julie@monster-creative.com

PWAAG
Chairperson 
Kate Wollen 	 01531 670834 
	 kate.wollen@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Tree Warden  
Sally Webster 	 01531 670055 
	 sally@sallywebster.net

Putley Church
Rev. Howard Mayell 	07906 841893 
	 rev.mayell@googlemail.com
Rev. John Rhodes 	 01531 670442 
	 John.a.rhodes@btinternet.com
Church Wardens: 
Mary Cooper 	 01531 635169 
	 mary@mcooper6.plus.com
Alice Rhodes 	 01531 670442 
	 Alice.rhodes@btinternet.com

Putley PCC
Chairperson 
Tim Beaumont 	 01531 670801 
	 tim.beaumont@btinternet.com
Secretary 
Alice Rhodes 	 01531 670442 
	 Alice.rhodes@btinternet.com
Treasurer 
Sam Rolinson 	 01531 634693
Assistant Treasurer 
Ray Hunter 	 01531 670980

Putley Parish Hall Management
Chairperson 
Nigel Sweet 	 01531 670710 
	 nigejsweet@aol.com
Secretary  
Josephine Felton 	 01531 670425

Prancing Pony
Mary Hastilow 	 01531 671169 
	 mhastilow@btinternet.com

Brownies
Anette Embrey 	 01531 670771 
	 anette.embrey771@btinternet.com

www.putley.org.uk

Lent charity 2017 
Next Lent we will be supporting Toilet 
Twinning www.toilettwinning.org by 
aiming to twin the facilities now in Putley 
Church with a block of toilets for a school 
in Africa. Donations towards the £240 
necessary are most welcome. 

Bingo! Thank you to everyone 
who took part in the Bingo held on Friday 
9 December in the village hall.

Consider Replanting 
the Flowers
Several years ago, in the Junior Oxford 
English Dictionary, words such as 
buttercup, cowslip, conker, dandelion, 
and pasture were replaced with such terms 
as attachment, broadband, block-graph, 
celebrity, and MP3 Player. The job of a 
dictionary, it was said, is to document 
words and usage. Fair enough. Lest they 
become hermetically sealed in a virtual 
world, though, we might write to our 
junior relatives – and tell them also of 
acorns, bluebells, mistletoe, and willow. 
It is time, too, to plant new seeds in 
the garden. No better place to both 
escape from and deal with TV reports of 

environmental woes. As Wendell Berry 
puts it: ‘Odd as I am sure it will appear 
to some, I can think of no better form of 
personal involvement in the cure of the 
environment than that of gardening. A 
person who is growing a garden, if he is 
growing it organically, is improving a piece 
of the world.’1

We can savour the results of such labour 
at the Putley Open Gardens, on Saturday 
13 May. Consider, too, the wildflowers 
of the churchyard at an evening BBQ on 
Thursday 6 July. 
Closer to hand, this Lent you are also 
warmly invited to replant some spiritual 
seeds, namely, ‘The Beatitudes’ – also 
known as ‘the blessings’. For example, 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers’ … who 
persist in the hard negotiations with 
slugs and weeds – with varying degrees 
of success and without poisoning their 
neighbour. As a Pilgrim Course we can 
follow the beatitudes each Thursday 
(11:00–12:00) for six weeks, starting 2 
March at the Brainge Bungalow. Please 
feel free to ask for more details.

Every blessing
 John

Selection Box
by The Reverend John Rhodes   

1Wendell Berry, ‘Think Little’, 1970



March

May

April

5th	 Common Worship Holy Communion 9.30am
12th	 Prayer Book Holy Communion 9.30am
19th	 Prayer Book Holy Communion 9.30am
26th	 Mothering Sunday service at 9:30 am	

7th	 Common Worship Holy Communion 9.30am
14th	 Prayer Book Holy Communion 9.30am
21st	 Cider Group walk & service, Much Marcle, 9:30am 
(please note: no service at Putley this Sunday)
25th	 Holy Communion at 10:00 am
28th	 Common Worship Morning Prayer 9.30am

2nd	 Holy Communion Common Worship 9.30am
9th	 Prayer Book Holy Communion 9.30am
13th	 Common Worship Holy Communion 3.00pm
14th	 Devotion 2.00pm
16th	 Prayer Book Holy Communion 9.30am
23nd	 Prayer Book Holy Communion 9.30am
30th	 Common Worship Morning Prayer 9.30am

Looking 
forward
Putley Church

Rev. Howard Mayell 07906 841893 (Team Vicar)
Rev John Rhodes 01531 670442

Published jointly by the Putley Parish Council and the Putley Parochial Church Council
designed by Monster-Creative.com  edited by Julie Crompton

Prayer Groups - 12 Noon - Every Monday

Palm Sunday - 
Maundy Thursday -

Good Friday -
Easter Sunday -

Rogation Sunday -

Ascention Day -


